Syntheses of novel antitumor dihydroxanthone derivatives with inhibitory activity against DNA topoisomerase II.
A series of methoxycarbonyl group modified nidulalin A analogs were synthesized to improve stability against esterases. The amide derivatives showed cytotoxic activity along with inhibitory activity against DNA topoisomerase II. Among the analogs, amide 9a exhibited antitumor activity in Colon 26 murine tumor model.